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navigation, with the cheaper freight rates that they will 
bring, or more battleships that we do not need and that 
will be in the scrap heap in ten years ? 



Remonstrances against Further In- 
crease of the Navy. 

The following remonstrances against further increase 
of the navy have been sent to Congress within the past 
two months. Similar protests have also been forwarded 
from other parts of the country. 

Board of Directors of the American Peace Society. 

To the Congress of the United States : The Board 
of Directors of the American Peace Society earnestly 
remonstrate against further appropriations for the in- 
crease of the navy. We are convinced that the too 
prevalent suspicion between nations and the demand for 
powerful and ever-increasing navies are entirely out of 
harmony with our present civilization and can be justi- 
fied on no reasonable ground. Distrust always breeds 
distrust. The show of suspicion of evil designs tends 
to produce ill-will and preparations for defense. Every 
increased military and naval appropriation by our gov- 
ernments surely means the call upon other governments 
for a fresh increase of armaments. 

The frequent comparison of the gigantic fighting forces 
of different nations continually excites the popular mind 
in the direction of war. Each new battleship launched 
carries the contagion of fear to the ends of the earth. 
We believe that the world would be safer if every sea 
were neutralized, like our own Great Lakes. 

We urge that America has no need to take part in 
this terrific rivalry of hostile armaments. We ought not 
to force upon other friendly nations a new fear always 
calling for increased outlay to match our own. We have 
no quarrel with any people. We wish nothing that is 
not good for all the world. We have no cause to fear 
any nation or to suspect it of injurious designs against 
the American people. 

We therefore call upon the Congress of the United 
States to do a splendid and beneficent act for the wel- 
fare of the overburdened people of all races. We ask 
you to refuse to go further in the ruinous and extrava- 
gant expense for warships. We ask you to help replace 
international suspicion with mutual confidence and friendly 
good-will. We believe it will not be long before all 
nations will gladly follow the reasonable and civilized 
lead of the United States in this course. 

On behalf of the Board, 
Robert Treat Paine, President. 
(Signed) Benjamin F. Trueblood, Secretary. 

Boston Clergymen's Remonstrance. 

(Signed by 224 ministers of Boston and suburbs.) 

To the Congress of the United States: The under- 
signed, ministers of various denominations, respectfully 
and earnestly remonstrate against further appropriations 
for the increase of the navy. The military and naval 
preparations of the world have grown so enormously as 
to become a distressing burden upon the people of even 
the richest nations, and an actual menace to the peace of 



the world. They stand as a perpetual reminder of bar- 
barous suspicions and enmities unworthy of civilized 
nations. Their very existence on the colossal scale of 
the present day tends to irritation and a mania of fear. 
Their increase by any power provokes further increase 
on the part of every other power. 

We in America, of all the peoples in the world, have 
least need of these peculiar engines of destruction. War 
with any people on our part would be wickedness. Our 
political principles of free government, our growing hu- 
manity and the ideals of our religion demand of us as a 
nation to put away illwill, jealousy and suspicion as 
unbecoming to a civilized people, and to maintain a con- 
sistent and characteristic attitude of friendliness toward 
all peoples. 

We therefore beg you as our Representatives to heed 
the wishes of a multitude of patriotic citizens whose 
opinions we can merely voice, who believe with us that 
the mightiest forces in the world — education, mutual 
acquaintance, trust, common sense and a just and gen- 
erous purpose — are bound to displace the irrational and 
wasteful machinery of war. 

Remonstrance of Boston Business Men. 

(Influentially signed by business men of Boston and 
vicinity.) 

To the Congress of the United States: The under- 
signed, business men of all parties, join in earnest re- 
monstrance against further appropriations for increase of 
the navy. 

We believe that the terrific competitive race among 
civilized powers to exceed one another in naval fighting 
power has not only become a gigantic and oppressive 
burden upon the people who pay the taxes, but it 
threatens to be a positive menace to the peace of the 
world. It breeds suspicion and panic and provokes 
frequent and useless talk and rumors of war. It genders 
a disturbing sense of uncertainty most injurious to the 
peaceful relations of international commerce. Diverting 
excessive supplies of national income to the maintenance 
and extension of armaments, it materially lessens the 
normal purchasing powers of the populations of every 
country. Not only, therefore, are our sentiments of 
humanity and religion revolted by the excessive and 
costly survival of the enginery of international suspicion 
and jealousy, but our manufactures and trade everywhere 
are made to suffer by the volume of unproductive labor 
and capital continually withdrawn from their proper uses 
for the welfare of mankind. 

In the case of our own nation especially we submit 
that there is the least possible necessity for any enlarge- 
ment of the navy. It is our purpose to dwell in peace 
with all mankind; it is our purpose to give no nation 
occasion to quarrel with us. We have no reason to 
believe that any people in the world harbors enmity 
against us. Business is built on a colossal system of 
mutual confidence. We believe that all political and 
international relations must be constructed on the same 
humane basis. 

We trust, therefore, that your honorable body will 
decline to make appropriations for any further increase 
of the navy. 
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Remonstrance of the Philadelphia Friends' Peace 
Association. 

To the Seriate of the United States : The Philadelphia 
Peace Association of the Society of Friends remonstrates 
against a policy of further naval expansion, involving, as 
we believe it does, unnecessary and extravagant appro- 
priations. 

If the rapid increase of our naval strength continues 
we shall inevitably be involved in a ruinous competition 
with other naval powers, leading to an annual expendi- 
ture which will be a heavy burden upon the taxpayers. 

Such an expansion will not add to the relative strength 
of the United States as a naval power. Any increase in 
the number of our battleships will be immediately fol- 
lowed by a corresponding increase by other powers, and, 
with an enormously enlarged naval budget, we shall be 
relatively no stronger than we were before. 

The geographical situation of the United States and 
our peaceable relations with foreign nations, as indicated 
by the large number of arbitration treaties recently 
negotiated, makes it evident that an increased navy for 
defense is unnecessary. 

It is not to be supposed that we are entering upon a 
policy of aggression, but we point out that the possession 
of a large navy will have a tendency in that direction — 
a result greatly to be deplored. 

Signed by authority and on behalf of the Philadelphia 
Peace Association of Friends : Joshua L. Baily, John B. 
Garrett and others. 



To the Workers for Peace at Home 
and Abroad. 

Address by the National Council of British Peace Societies. 

Friends and Comrades: The National Council of 
British Peace Societies desires to send cordial New Year 
greetings to all who are engaged in the sacred task of 
establishing peaceful relations between the great nations 
of the world and delivering them from the oppressive 
burden of armaments. 

The year 1908 marked, on the whole, a substantial 
advance towards the ideal which we share. The cordial 
relations between our country and France continue, and 
the year witnessed a peaceful and welcome " invasion " 
of Great Britain by our brethren from France, for the 
purpose of visiting the Franco-British Exhibition in 
London. 

Continued endeavors have been made, by the inter- 
change of visits and otherwise, to counteract the mis- 
chievous efforts of those who would stir up jealousy 
and strife between Great Britain and Germany. It is 
more and more being made clear that the German people 
and the English people have no cause of quarrel and 
bear no ill-will towards one another. 

There is much in recent events to encourage workers 
for peace to go forward with redoubled strength and 
courage. We may instance the democratic revolution 
which has taken place in Turkey without armed conflict ; 
the relaxing of the tension between great powers with 
regard to Morocco ; and the reference of the Casablanca 
dispute to arbitration. We may further mention the 
understanding reached between the United States and 



Japan, which appears likely to have the best results on 
their international relations, and to make for the security 
of peace in the Far East ; the inclusion, amongst treaties 
of arbitration signed during the past year, of a treaty 
between Great Britain and the United States (ratified 
June 4, 1908), for a period of five years, and the renewal 
of the Anglo-French Arbitration Treaty for a further 
period. 

The international peace movement continues to grow 
in strength and popular acceptance, and received an 
unprecedented recognition from the king and govern- 
ment of Great Britain on the occasion of the seventeenth 
Universal Peace Congress, which met in London in July 
last. 

On the other hand, the oppression of the world's ar- 
maments continues. Armed peace constitutes a burden 
upon industry and a check to social development which 
is felt by all great nations with increasing severity. Cer- 
tain persons in our own and other countries continue to 
sow the seeds of race hatred and mutual suspicion and 
fear. A large and influential part of the world's press 
is on the side of a narrow patriotism and the doctrines 
of physical force, and therefore forms one of the greatest 
obstacles to international solidarity and the progress of 
civilization. 

In the name of British pacifists, and, as we believe, of 
the majority of thoughtful British men and women, we 
would deprecate in the strongest manner recent alarmist 
utterances, the object of which appears to be the intro- 
duction of compulsory military service into this country 
under cover of the fear of a German invasion. We 
neither share these fears nor hold the doctrines from 
which they flow. We appeal with confidence to our 
German friends and comrades to help us to repel these 
assaults of military fanaticism, and to demonstrate the 
cordial feeling of the British and German peoples toward 
one another. 

We appeal to people of goodwill in all countries to 
endeavor to strengthen the moral forces of law and order 
which ought to be predominant in international relations, 
and to combat in their own land the efforts of those 
whose trust is only in armed force, and many of whom 
thrive on international misunderstanding and jealousy. 

To relieve the world of the crushing burden of arma- 
ments, to perfect the machinery of international equity, 
and to establish and cement good feeling and cooperation 
between the peoples — these are the tasks of the new 
year and the twentieth century, in which we call upon 
our comrades at home and abroad to engage with fresh 
zeal and enthusiasm. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 

John E. Ellis, President. 

(Rt. Hon. J. E. Ellis, M. P.) 
T. P. Newman, Chairman. 
Walter Hazell, J. P., Treasurer. 
H. S. Peeeis, M. A., Secretary. 
40 Outer Temple, Strand, London, W. C. 

January, 1909. 



The documents in the Casablanca arbitration between 
Germany and France have been duly deposited with 
the Bureau of the International Court of Arbitration at 
The Hague. 



